 About DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES Environmental

     DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES manages the disposal of hazardous property for DoD activities. Hazardous property is handled according to the same priorities as other property: reutilization within DoD, transfer to other federal agencies, donations to qualified state and nonprofit organizations, and sale to the public including recyclers.   This process maximizes the use of each item and minimizes the environmental risks and the costs associated with disposal. DRMOs provide safe, temporary storage of hazardous property during the disposal cycle. 

     Hazardous property is classified as material or waste. A hazardous material is any substance capable of posing a risk to health, safety and property when transported. Hazardous waste includes any used hazardous materials that are flammable, corrosive, reactive or toxic to living organisms. 

     Hazardous property that cannot be reused, sold or returned to the manufacturer is disposed of through commercial service contracts that must comply with applicable federal, state and local environmental laws and regulations. The most important of these laws is the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), which requires "cradle to grave" management of hazardous property.
Storage Facilities

     DRMOs provide temporary storage of both hazardous and non-hazardous property, while property is being processed thorough the standard DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES disposal cycles. One site may receive and account for property from several military installations. 

     In 1994, DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES began a revalidation of the need for facilities designed specifically for the temporary storage of hazardous property. These Conforming Storage Facilities (CSFs) are located at DRMO complexes and meet state and federal permit requirements. 

     If a DRMO has no CSF at its location, hazardous waste is stored at a host installation's facility that most nearly meets the regulatory criteria. In such cases, the DRMO accepts accountability for the property without having physical custody of it. Overseas, DRMOs store hazardous waste according to the governing standards of each foreign nation. 

Safety and Training 

     DRMOs ensure that hazardous property is stored in facilities that assure personnel protection, prevent accidents and reduce the risk of environmental spills. The host installation maintains a spill response plan that is reviewed annually. Through interagency support agreements, host installations are also responsible for spill cleanup. 

     DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES has a strong environmental training program. New courses are continually developed, covering topics such as PCBs, electronic scrap and environmental compliance. 

Storage and Inspection 

     Hazardous property cannot be commingled because of the potential for fire or explosion. Instead, properties are grouped according to their degree of compatibility and then separated by dikes, berms or walls. DRMO employees inspect the hazardous property once a week or daily when required. When a leaking, bulging or corroded container is found, it is immediately placed into an "overpack" drum or repackaged. Generally, the host installation or service contractor repackages or otherwise handles hazardous property even after being accepted by a DRMO. 

Special Handling

     Certain hazardous material and wastes can not be reutilized, transferred, donated or sold. This is due to regulatory constraints or to the condition of the property or its container. When turned in to DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES, this property is processed directly for ultimate disposal via service contract. This includes such as things as adhesives, hardened paints and rags. 

Excluded Items

     Some hazardous property requires special processing prior to turn in to a DRMO or is beyond the basic mission of DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES. This property includes such things as chemical warfare items, ammunition, explosive devices and trash. 

Waste Minimization Programs

     The DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES waste minimization program reduces the quantity and cost of DoD-generated hazardous waste requiring disposal. Our environmental specialists have gathered valuable information concerning the types, quantities, locations and costs of waste regularly generated by DoD activities. This information is supplied to the military services to reduce or avoid hazardous property disposal; customers are also provided technical bulletins from a variety of sources. 

     In a newly created program, DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES offers to return commercial chemical products to the manufacturer in lieu of disposal. The hazardous material must have first survived the reutilization, transfer, donation and sales process. This new program reduces the amount of hazardous waste that has to be incinerated or used in chemical landfills. It also reduces the government's disposal costs and provides a beneficial way to reuse the material. 

 Environmental Compliance

     DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES aggressively complies with environmental regulations. An environmental surveillance team conducts on-site audits of hazardous waste disposal activities and measures the effectiveness of DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES management systems. In addition, each DRMO is audited annually. DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES environmental specialists also audit term sales and one-time purchasers of hazardous property, as well as treatment, storage and disposal facilities. 

Non-Environmentally Hazardous Items for Local Sale (NEHLS) 

     To increase our recycling and waste minimization efforts, DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES has developed a program that permits local sale of certain items that are assigned a Federal Supply Code, but do not meet any federal or state definition of an environmentally hazardous waste, substance or material. This includes items such as talc power and sodium bicarbonate.

Regional Hazardous Contracting

     DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES manages regional service contracts to dispose of some hazardous materials and most hazardous waste. Each contract is tailored to the specific requirements of the generators of the material, our military customers. Pre- and post-award contract development is monitored through a step-by-step plan that includes 14 critical milestones. This program has provided the military services with a more efficient and effective way to dispose of hazardous property. It has also streamlined internal contracting procedures and enhanced relations with the hazardous waste disposal industry. 

The Leading Role

     DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES is a leader in meeting the mandate for a safer, healthier environment. DLA DISPOSITION SERVICES employees are committed to ensuring that hazardous property received from military customers is handled properly, efficiently and safely. Our training and operations, hazardous property disposal services, and environmental compliance programs are focused on protecting the environment we share. 

