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Agency helps Marines support
Georgian training partners

By Tim Hoyle

U.S. Marines recently met with Georgian troops they trained
alongside last year. This time, the Americans came with some
help obtained through the Defense Logistics Agency.

“When we trained with this unit last year we noticed they did
not have good sleeping bags,” said Marine Maj. Tim onol ) 3 | th
Robertson, Marine Forces Europe’s logistics plans officer. ggt' Nicholas Maugeri, squad leader wit
« " . X . . ompany A, Anti-Terrorism Battalion,
Additionally, the Georgians informed us during planning that  |1eams up with Georgian soldiers to

this particular unit did not have any sleeping bags or cold conduct military operations in an urban
weather tents. We had tents prepositioned in Norway and terrain training July 19 during Exercise
leveraged DLA for the sleeping bags.” Agile Spirit 2011. Agile Spirit is designed

to increase interoperability between the

. . forces by exchanging and enhancin
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find, order and receive enough sleeping bags of sufficient counterinsurgency and peacekeeping
quality. He credits 1st Lt. Carlos Cruz with “the lion's share of | operations, including: small unit tactics,

the work ... | just provided the guidance and encouragement.” |convoy operations, and counter-
Improvised Explosive Device training.
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Services website, Cruz, the Black Sea Rotational Force’s supply officer, went to work. Using data
from the website, Cruz identified 550 modular sleeping bags that were in good condition.

“I personally saw these sleeping bags and the quality was outstanding ... most were condition code B3
or better,” Robertson said. Once identified, the sleeping bags were requisitioned through the website
and gathered in Romania at the U.S. Army's Black Sea Area Support Team facility.

“The easy part was the Foreign Military Sales payment and transfer between the Office of Defense
Cooperation in Georgia, the Ministry of Defense and DLA,” Robertson said. He explained that an
existing FMS case was used, which funded the sleeping bags’ transfer to Georgia. The sleeping bags
were flown to Georgia on available lift with BSRF-12’s organic KC-130s. The temperatures in the
training area during the March exercises were expected to be near freezing, so Robertson believed
taking the initiative to acquire the sleeping bags was a huge success.

“The Georgians were extremely happy and warm,” Robertson said. “Without the sleeping bags, the
exercise would have been severely impacted, and the same exercise will be conducted again at the
same time next year, so they will be able to use the same sleeping bags again.”

According to a Defense Department news story from 2000, the bags originally cost about $276 new,
but Robertson said the FMS case allowed the Georgians to get them much cheaper. The American
Forces Press Service reported that the modular sleeping bag system was developed by the U.S. Army
Soldier Biologic and Chemical Command to adapt to any number of climates using layering, or what
the Army called, the “bag-within-a-bag” concept. The modular sleeping bag system consists of a
water-resistant Gore-Tex bivouac cover, a lightweight patrol sleeping bag, the intermediate bag and a
compression stuff sack. Depending on the area and mission, the user only needs to take the parts of
the bag that are needed.

Georgia is a NATO Partnership for Peace country and, according to Marine Forces Europe stories, the
training Georgia conducted with the Marines included six days on live-fire ranges, Marine Corps
Martial Arts Program, cordon and search, combat life saver, convoy operations and counter-IED
tactics. The exercises were part of the Black Sea Rotational Force’s six-month deployment which
includes training exercises with 19 nations planned throughout the Black Sea, Balkan and Caucuses
regions. The Black Sea Rotational Force is a Special-Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force with
limited crisis response capabilities deployed to the region to enhance interoperability, promote regional
stability and build camaraderie amongst the forces.

Editor's Note: Reports on the Black Sea Rotational Force by Marine Cpl. Paul D. Zellner I, Marine
Forces Europe, contributed to this story.

A soldier zips into his new modular sleeping bag. More than 500 used bags were recently
acquired through DLA Disposition Services for use by Georgian forces cooperating with U.S.
Marines during training partnership exercises. U.S. Army photo.
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