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What is a National Stock Number (NSN)?
National Stock Number (NSN)
An NSN is a 13-digit number assigned by the Defense Logistics Information Services (DLIS) to identify an item of material in the supply distribution system of the United States. It consists of a four-digit Federal Stock Class (FSC) and a nine-digit National Item Identification Number (NIIN). 

Federal Supply Classification (FSC)

The FSC is a classification system used by the Department of Defense (DOD) to identify property in the supply distribution system.  Each item is classified in only one four-digit class. The first two digits denote the group or major category of commodities. The last two digits denote the class or the subdivision within a group. The groups cover a broad range of categories and are further broken down by classes.
National Item Identification Number (NIIN)
A NIIN is a nine-digit number that identifies each supply item used by the DOD. Although the NIIN is part of the NSN, it is used independently to identify an item.  The FSC adds context by indicating the general classification of the item.
Example of how to identify a FSC Group and how it applies to an FSC Class. 
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Rope, cable, chain,

and fittings

FSC CLASS

4010—Wire rope, steel
4020—Rope, fibrous
4030—Hook, guy

FSC GROUP 53

Hardware and
abrasives

FSC CLASS

5305—Screws

5306—Bolts

5307—Studs, nuts, and
washers





Example of how an NSN is broken down by FSC Group and Class, also what the last 9 digits are in an NSN. (Please do not concern yourself with the NCB Code, this is for Federal Catalogers).
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What is a Local Stock Number (LSN)?

An LSN may be assigned by the generating activity for consumable items not identified by an NSN. An LSN also consists of 13 characters; the first four characters are numerals that correspond to the FSC in which the item falls. The last nine are a series of numbers and letters, most likely to describe the item of supply.
Examples of LSN’s are: 2320000TRUCK, 34160000LATHE or 100500HOLSTER.
Note that LSN’s cannot be researched in any Federal Research tool like FEDLOG or WebFLIS. Research can only be done when a full NSN or NIIN is provided.
